Teenager
sentenced

in fatal dog
beating

Suspect gets six months

BY MATT ELOFSON
melofson@dothaneagle com

GENEVA — Elizabeth Mills recalled
Tuesday heanng the screams and
yelps of her six-month
old puppy, Bailey.

Mills  testified in
the sentencing hear-
ing for 19-vear-old
James Spencer Yancey
I, who pleaded guilty
1o felony first-degree
animal cruelty. Geneva
County Sheriff’s depu-
ties arrested Yancey in
November 2010, and
charged him with beat-
| ing Bailey to death with
a metal pipe,

1 Geneva County Cir-

cuit Court Judge Ken-
neth Quattlebaum sen-
tenced Yancey to a two-vear prison
term, which he suspended for six
months. But he said Yancev would
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Yancey to serve36 months:

probation upon his re-
lease from prison. He also
ordered Yancey to coill®

plete counseling and an-

i ]

Mills, the dogs. owner,
testified ;at the hear-
ing that Yancey was her
neighbor at the tme of
her dogs death. Mills
recalled hearing from
the front ;'mrc’h" of her
home _ttii’e:s_t}md of Bailey

and yelping, and th
of a sudden it stopped,’
Mills recalled. “T.didn’t see
hﬂtﬁ_:unﬁlghewﬁs-dea_;i,"

Mills said she and her
husband saw a pickup
truck with two youths in-
side speeding away from
their propert :
<he found Bailey's body in

some nearby woods, and

her collar hanging from &

o actually moved three
days later,” Mills said. “1
was scared to be there:
because if somebody can
beat a puppy 1o dea
like ﬂthﬂt 1 didot feel

e

Geneva County Sheriff's
Deputy Robert Clark, who
:e‘spundedtuﬂmiﬂcident.
said Yancey admitted 1o
Killing the dog, hut gave
conflicting -reasons as (o
why it ‘happened. Clark
said Yancey's twio reasons
for the offense included
defending himself after
he was attacked, and that
he was defending his own
dog who was attacked by
Bailey.

Clark said their inves-
tigation revealed Yancey
was the only pexson in-
volved in Bailey's death,

even though deputies:

originally charged an-
other youth, Justin Gold-
smith. Goldsmith’s charge
later was 110 billed by the
grand jury. :
Goldsmi testified
Tuesday that the incident
happened just after he
picked up Yancey from his.
home. He said the offense
happened after Yancey's
dog and Bailey got into a
fight while they ‘chased
his pickup truck as it left

Goldsmith said he re-

allow called how Yancey ook

a metal pipe and struck
Hailey three fmes. _
“He grabbed it hy the
neck and (ossed it,” Gold-
smith said of what hap-
pened to Bailey’s body.
Goldsmith also sai
both of them smoked
marijuana shortly before
ihe offense happened.
Yancey apologized 10
the court for What hap-
pened, moments before
the sentence. Attorney
Tommiy gearborough,
who represented Yancey,
said his client did not.
attempt 10 hide what
happened by pleading

rty. She said guilty

"Geneva County District
Attorney  Kirke Adams
been

<aid his office has

“flgoded” with letters and

petitions relating 10 Bai-
leysdeath.

*Thisisacruel erime. He
needs to go to prison,” Ad-
ams argued. “1ts not safe
withhlmmmﬁng-mund.
You heard from Justin he
just discarded the puppy
like it was nothing The
community needs 10
know it's safe from people
like this."



