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Law Enforcement Seminar

Former police chief addresses
threat of sovereign citizens

‘They've become a serious
problem in our country’

BY GREG PHILLIPS
gptellips@dothansagiecom

WhenWest Memphis, Ark., police officer Bill
Bvans.pulled over what looked to bea church
van with 4 father and son in the front seat, he
didn't have a reason to be concerned for his
safety.

Just minutes later, Evans and fellow of-
ficer | Brandon Paudert lay dead, gunned

vl AT LT i BB e down by the passenger, 16-year-old Joe
: Kane, after a brief skirmish with his father,
lerry, who identified himsell as a sovereign
citizen,

Brandon’s father, former West Memphis
Police Chief Bob Paudert, has watched the
dashboard video of the incident over and over
again since that day in May of last year.

Now he tours the country advising law en-
forcement officers how to deal with people
who claim to be sovereign citizens.

"They've become a serious problem im our
country,” Paudert said at Friday’s Wiregrass
Law Enforcement Seminarin Geneva. “What |
tell officers is these sovereigns are just as dan-
gerous as international terrorists.”

Paudert said there is little difference be-
tween the sovereigns, who he deemed radi-
cal Christian terrorists, and radical Islamic
terrorists.

“These people combine their beliefs with
religion,” he said. “They believe it’s OK to kill
a palice officer, not to pay taxes, (o give your
maortgage up, to not register yourvehicle. And
then they'll quote scriptures from the Bible.
That is a dangerous’combination, and most

_ - Batwal s o - ks roomanerne  law enforcement officers are still unaware of
Bob Paudert, retired police chief of West Memphis, Ark., speaks to a group of  the dangers.”
local law enforcement officers about how to deal with sovereign citizens during a Stich was the case for Paudert’s son on'the
patrol stop at a seminar inside the Maple Avenue Baptist Church fellowship hall in
Geneva on Friday afternoon, b See SEMINAR, Page 34
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