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Geneva County Sheriffs

owner of n motorcyele busi-
ness [n Hnrtford with steal-
ing more than £8,000 while
he operated his business.
Investigator Ben Beery
arrested Donald Lashley,
34, of Hartford, Wednesday
evening and ‘champed him
with two felony counts of
first-degree theft by
tion. Lashiey, the wm
Wiregrass Chopper, was
ariginally arrested Tues-
| day evening after duthori-
ties seized more than three
gallons of moonshine, along
with what Sheriff Greg
Ward described as cnse
after case of beer and
numerous bottles of whisloey
from, insidle the business.
Investigators  charged
Lashley with felony posses-
sion of manufactured alco-
hol, the moonshine and

investigators charged the |

‘Business owner
faces multiple
felony charges

- Can you help?
Anyone with info

| about the Wiregrass

Chopper business

can call the Geneva

County Sheriff's

Office at 694-5660.

misdemeanor vielation of
the probibition law for all
the beer and whiskey. Lash-
ley is being held in the
Genevn County Jall without
bail on a parole vielation,
“They had a full-Nedged
oak bar that had just been
bullt with three and » half
gallons of moonshine”
Ward said. “Over in the
corner, they had o dance
pole with some mirrors.”
Deputics sefzed the {lle
gal aloghol at Wireprass
Chopper, & motarcyele store
loeated on Alabama High-
way 52, about half & block

See FELONY, 24

TFelony

continued from 1A

off the town =square in
downtown  Hartiord.
found the illegal aleohol
in & room dconcealed
behind a door past the

| purchase counter inside

the business.

Berry =aid investiga-
tors seized soveral com-
puters and a digital cam-
era from inside the busi-

ness and first [earned of
the hackroom sefisp ifter
uﬂl.m:rqmﬁﬁ“tm
{aw enforcement.
“Mr. Lashley told us he
was attempting to start a
charter group of the
Hells Angels” Berry said.
Berry said the investi-
getion into the operation
of the business continued
late Wednesday and
resulted in the thelt
charge=. Berry said Lash-
ley sold two motorcycles
to a coople; including a
2005 Honda motorcyele
and a 2008 Harley David-

son Police: Special, for o
combined $8,500 without
delivering the motorey-
cle= He said the couple
made two separate pay-
their merchandise.

The Geneva County
Sheriff's Office was
assisted by the Hartford
Police Department and
agents with the Alaba-
ma ‘Alcohol Beverage
Control. More charges
could be filed pending
the completion of the
investigation.

Assistant Geneva Coun-

ty Distrlet Attorney
Stephen  Smith  said
Lashley was released
from prisen in February
after serving five years on
other unrelated theft by
deception convictions. He
said the previous charges
stemmed from a Geneva
business he owned called
Chaos Crib diring which
he bought property for
the businezs without
muking payment for it.

Smith said Lashley has
also previously been &on-
victed of 13 felony counts |
of forgery in Georgia,




