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Hartford
man gets
30-year

sentence

Multiple felony theft
charges connected to
motoreyele business
Matt Elofson

meltfson@dothaneagle.com

Aformer Wireprass business-
man was senlenced to 30 yveaps
in prison after he pleaded guilty
te multiple felony theft charges
and =everal aleohol violations.

According to a statement
from Gedeva County Disteict
Attorney Kirke Adars, Cireuit
Court Judge PB. MceLauchlin I
handed down the sentence last
week apuinst Donald Lashley.

Authorities arvested Lashley,
35, in December 2008, after

. they seized more than three gal-

lons of moonshine and numer-
ous bottles of whiskey from
inzide his business called Wire-

“prass Choppers, Geneva County

Sheriff Greg Ward previously
released mformation that Lash-
ley had set up o bar and dance
pole‘in the back of the motorey-
¢le business located near down-
town Hartiord,  The aleohol
Seizure led to'an ongoing inves-
tigation, which resulted in sev-
eril thelt charges:

The statement said Lashley
plended: miilty Wednesday (o
four felony counts of first-
degree theft by deception and
four misdemeanor counts of
third-degree theft by deception,
possession of moonshine and
another aleohol violation. Judge
MeLauchlin zentenced Lashley
to 30 years in prison for: the
felony charges and a year in jail
for the misdemeanor charges

According fo the stalement,
Lashley was released on parole
in 2008 from @ Z0-year prison
sentence for theft charges
regarding 8 2001 fraudulent busi-
ness scheme in Geneva., He had
served about six years in prison.
The statement said the theft
charges included a fraud and
deception of several employees
of Wiregrass Choppers.

“Unfortunately, by lnw, he will
be eligible for parole in 10 years,
but I asaure the citizens ‘of
Geneva County that we will do
averything possible to keep him
in prison, and serve his full sen-
tence.” Adams said in the state-
ment. “He iz a true con man.”



