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OZARK — A Dale County man
charged with attempted murder for
allegedly shooting toward a police
officer with the officer’s éwn gun
wis Up against video footage Ties-
day of the incident, ~

But defense attorney David
Robinson believes the foolage
shows much more than & rowdy
defendant up in arms with a
trained, peacemaking officen

Ini the first day of court testimony
against  3d-year-old liaymond
Beynolds, prosecutors showed
footage from Ozark Police Officer

Billy Driggers and assisting officer
Walt Russell's patrol vehicles dun-
ing a September 2008 traffic stop
on Holiday Lane in Ozark.

Dale County Assistant Distgiot
Attorney  Bill  Filmore said
Reynalds, who was in the back seat
of the vehicle, refused to sit up
when Driggers told him to and
attempted to go out the opposife
side of the vehicle. Filmore said

Reynolds cursed af Driggers before -

punching him when Driggers
attempted to pull Reynolds out of
the vehiclo;

At some point after Driggers
shot pepper spray on the side of
Reynolds’ face, Filmore said

Reynolds pulled Driggers' Glock
A0-caliber service gin from his hol-
ster and shot onee down the strest.
The gun was shot'a second time
when Russell grabbed the gun from
Reynolds, according to Filmore,
Reynolds was soon arvested and

charged with attempted murder

and assaulting a police officer:
Robinson said he believed the
evidence would not show Reynolds
attempted to murder Driggers
beeause Reynolds didn't shoot
toward Driggers arid that Driggers
did naot handle Reynolds with the
training he had been exposed to.
Robinson added it was not clear
inthe footage how Reyriolds gained

attempte
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access to the gun, He and Kis brotie
ers had been drinking prior to the
incident, Robinson said,

“After you hiear all the testimoriy
and evidence, the fact remains an
afficer is trained to handle & situa-
ton in'a certain way. They're not
supposed Lo pour gasoline on fires,
- See if Officer Driggers' training
applied to this circumstance”
Rabinson said.

Filmore said the incident was evi-
dence of ke danger officers face
throughout the country:

The incident was at least the
third in five years in which an
Ozark officer was allegedly assault-
ed with a weapon involved.

_ d murder of officer

One incident occurred in 2004,
when former Officer Chris Ford
was shot four times with a 280-cal-
iber semi-nutomatic handgun by an
attempted murder suspect, who
was shot and killed by responding
officers who returned fire,

Another incident involving for-
mer Ozarl officer RiC, Covington
occurred [ast vear when Derick
Jiles, 28, allegedly attempted to pull
Covington's weapon during a traffic
stop eonfrontation,

Convington shot Jiles in seli-
defense. He was not indicted by a
grand jury on any charges. A grand
jury indicted: Jiles on an assalt

charge.



