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* Man sentenced to 30 ﬁmg on rape n__mam

By Casey Strickland
.u.._.:..._n&c..n.hn- Staff Writer

A Daleville man convicted of first-degree rape
.on Feb 24 was sentenced to 30 years in a state peni-
tentiary on April 7.

Ashley Paul Norris, 30, stood silent at the coun-
¢il tuble and listened as Dale County Circuit Judge
_._mmﬁ Qumttlebaum imposed the day-to-day punish-
‘menl,

Norris was arrested in April 2009 when inves-
tigators responded to a teport of possible sexual
abuse of a child under 12, He was convicted after a
two-day trial,

Lonnie Scott r, the great-great-grandfather of
Norris' son, testified on his behalf,

Scott asked the court to order anpther investi-
gation, and sadd it is possible Norris was not respon-
sible for the crime,

“He is not guilty)” Scott said. “If he goes 1o jail,
(his) child will grow up without a father”

The victim’s fathet said He believed Norrls
should get the maximum’ Eﬂsﬂﬁ of life in prison
for the crime,

My daughter is going to have to live with this
every day,” he said. "Why should he be allowed to
getoutand have alife? He should have to deal with
it every day, because sheis dlways galng to have that
in'the back of her mind.”

The victip's stepmother said she understood
the pain the case caused Norrs' family, but.also
asked the court to impase a life sentence,

“My little girl has had all of her innocence taken
away, she sald. “All of her first experiences are gone,
She will never ever ever get (o experience a relation-
ship without having to think about what has hap-
pened to her" .

“I hate that his child will.grew up withour a
father, and I hope one day he finds a father that will
be good for him, and (he) never has to go through
what she has been through,” she said. *She will never
getover this, and it has devastated our family, but we

have to find a way to move on, [ just don't think he
avier deserves a chance at _Euu_h%m when he Eur
all of hers away.”

Defense attorney Everette Urech argued that a
lifé’ sentence would be too harsh because the vie-
tim's behavior has improved,

“We would like to argue that for mmﬂnmnﬂbn o
behalf of Eﬂ.ﬂ& that the court take niote of the fact
that the child is progressing well and doing better in
school. We disagree with the fact that the child will
bé emotionally scarred for life] he said. “We think a
Hfe sentence in this case is too much, and we argue
that the court should impose a lower sentence than
that”

Urech also asked the court to consider that
aithough Norris has tweo'prior felonies, they are not
related (o the case he is being sentenced for,

Urechalso asked for leniency due 1o the fact
Norris has a small child.
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“He wants to be able’ o
have the oppartunity in life to

be a father to that child)! he

‘said. “He also has awife, and he

wants (o have an opportunity to

be & husband to that wife!
| Dale County District

Attorney Kirke Adams_said

the victim's testimony and evi-
dence presented at the trial
comvinced the jury o convict
Narris.

*This is not @ he-said-
she=said (case). There's medi-

cal evidence and all kinds of
things invalved in this case” he
sald. “There is no doubt, none,
that he committed this crime.”

Adanms said. abuse CABES
involving children are worse
than murders,

“In '@ murder tase some=
hindyis dead. IUs over for them,”
he said. *She's got a long life

-ghead of her, and she's got (o
' deal with this forever”

Quattlebaum  sald Nor-
ris-{s not eligible for probation
and has the right to appeal the
sentence.



